THE GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                    Rev. Charles Bowdler
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, program, and service life of Briarwood Presbyterian Church.

*Worshipers are invited to stand, if able. 
+Usher will seat you.
Please remember to turn off all cell phones while in the sanctuary.
INVITATION TO WORSHIP                                                

Use this time to make the transition from getting here to being here. Relax your body, quiet the inner dialogue of your mind, open yourself to the Spirit of God moving in our midst, and prepare to worship God joyfully with the body of Christ gathered here today.


VOLUNTARY
AND PROCESSION                                     

Choral Introit 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH               

 Presbyterian Women and Prayer Shawl Class

Susan Bostwick, Marcia Magee/Janine Davis, Suzanne Stephens
The Lord will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel (God is with us). 

Advent means coming. We light this candle as a sign of the 
coming light of Christ.  

   (Lighting of the Fourth Candle)

Let us walk together in the light of the Lord. Let us pray...


God of grace, you chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of our Lord and Savior.  Now fill us with your grace, that with her, we may rejoice in your salvation, and in all things, embrace your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

     +* HYMN
 41



                  O Come, All Ye Faithful
   CALL TO CONFESSION

               Rev. Heather Williamsen
      PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     (Unison)         
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world.

      Silence for personal confession

      ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
    * Gloria Patri




              Hymn 579

 SACRAMENT OF INFANT BAPTISM               Carrington Blaike Sikes

Daughter of Adam and Kim Sikes

Elder Don Sikes


 YOUNG DISCIPLES TIME                                              
ANTHEM                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel              arr. DeMone
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Thou day-spring from on high

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh.

Bid thou our sad divisions cease. And be our King of Peace.

O Come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight.

Rejoice!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION


                    Hymn 5, Verse 1
  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His hand,

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON




    Rev. Bowdler

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Pew Bible p. 691

PSALM LESSON


Psalm 126



Pew Bible p. 572

EPISTLE LESSON


1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Pew Bible p. 205

GOSPEL LESSONS  

John 1:1-18


Pew Bible p. 91
THE WORD OF THE LORD


Thanks be to God

SERMON                                                                           “The Light of Life”

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      The Apostles’ Creed         


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 


And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from   thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 * HYMN 5                 


        Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
(verses 2-4)
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER        Rev. Williamsen
TITHES AND OFFERINGS                                                 

  OFFERTORY       


* DOXOLOGY
                                                                   Hymn 592

      * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
THE SENDING
* RECESSIONAL HYMN 28

          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

                            Rev. Bowdler     
  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
  POSTLUDE                     
IN MEMORIAM:  Jack Stevens was transferred to the Church Triumphant on December 15, 2011.   To Evelyn and her family are extended our Christian love and sympathy.
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY M.J. Brown died December 14 at Hospice Ministries, Ridgeland.  Our prayers are with the Brown and Vinson families.
UNDER SPECIALTY CARE:  Rebecca Ansah and Betty Stokes.
IN THE HOSPITAL:  Harty Keating – St. Dominic.
CONTINUING IN PRAYER FOR:  Paul Banta, (Sarah Banta’s brother), Linda Bostwick (Hines Bostwick’s sister-in-law), Knox Chamblin, Gay Drake, Bill Gates (Mitzi Bowdler’s father), James Harvill (Joy Lightsey’s father), Nancy Hairston (Martha Power’s sister), Peg Harvin (Noni Buchanan’s mother), Jane Hogue, Susan Mahan Niebur, Audrey Primos, Debbie Rayner (Elizabeth’s daughter-in-law), J.T. Simmons, Stephanie Smith, Scott Steele, Joyce Stuart, Bob Thomson, Kitten Ward,  and Libby Wright. 
MISSIONS: Dr. Barbara Nagy, Lisa & Werner Schobesberger, Dr. Mike Parker, and Ben Mathes. 

MILITARY SERVING OVERSEAS:  Justin Grider – Afghanistan and all other military.  
CHURCH CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, December 18, Fourth Sunday in Advent
                9:00 a.m. – Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal
              10:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship
                    

MONDAY, December 19
              2:00 p.m. – Congregational Care Meeting

WEDNESDAY, December 21

      10:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
               5:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Party  (Barnhardt’s)   
               6:00 p.m. – WNF Catered Supper & Hands-On-Handbells

FRIDAY, December 23

        Office Closed
      
SATURDAY, December 24
              4:30 p.m. – Christmas Eve Reception

              5:30 p.m. – Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols

SUNDAY, December 25, Christmas Day
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship
       Elders for this week:  Robert Davis & Jane Gerber
      
Elders next week:  Mark Bailey & Sandy French

Extended Session Volunteers this week:  


Polly Duggan

Sally & Wayne Forrest
      Extended Session Volunteers next week:  
   
Emily Stephens
Donna Cook
   Flower Team this week:  Barret, Stilley, Dossett

   Flower Team Christmas Eve:  Gerber, French, Wedderstrand

   Flower Team next week:  Simmons, Staples, Henry, Power
   Sanctuary preparation this week:  Carol & Charlie Parrish
   Sanctuary preparation next week:  Rosanne Fischer
   Sound Technician:  Kyle French

    Acolytes:  Briarwood Youth
      
                                  USHERS


Warren Dorsey (Capt.)


Nora Brunson (Capt.)

Suzan Dorsey



Debra Kinser
Scott Steele



Press York

Janice Jackson
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS:  Following the worship service each week, Elders meet to receive new members in the church office located on the southwest side, behind the sanctuary. We welcome everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and who desires to be an active part of our family of faith.  
JOY GIFT:  This morning we receive the Christmas Joy Gift Offering. Please take time to read the bulletin insert and respond generously using the envelopes provided.

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP:  Join us at 6:00 for supper and Christmas celebration with Hands-On-Handbells. Lizzie Cooper will be our guest for supper and collecting the angel tree gifts. There are also programs for children and Youth. A sitter is available.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The Session has called a Congregational Meeting this morning during worship for the purpose of electing the 2012 Elder Nominating Committee.

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT:  Members of the Congregation are invited, if they desire to do so, to contribute to the staff bonus pool.  The $2,500.00 budgeted amount will be augmented by love gifts. The pool will be divided between the 3 full time staff and 8 part-time staff.  When giving to this project please mark your check with ‘staff bonus’ and turn in to church office by Monday, December 19.
SCHEDULE CHANGE:  Sunday School Classes will not meet Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE:  Join us at 4:30 for our annual Briarwood Family Christmas reception in the Fellowship Hall. Members are asked to bring a favorite holiday appetizer to share with family and friends who will be at church on this special night. The Candlelight Service begins in the sanctuary at 5:30.  Come and Worship.
SUPPER CLUBS:  If you would like to join a Briarwood Supper club and have not filled out a request, you will find sheets at each entrance.
Bible Study:  A new Explorer’s Bible Study session will begin January 9. For more information, contact Sally Forrest or Susan Sumrall.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Large-print bulletins, Bibles and hymnals and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Also, knitted shawls are on the front row of each section. Please use them for your personal comfort during the service. 
RADIO BROADCAST:  Each Sunday morning at 10:00 on WYAB, 103.9 FM radio you can hear Briarwood’s worship service from the week before. The broadcast is only 30 minutes and features the sermon and other parts of the morning worship as time permits.
CHILDREN’S OPPORTUNITIES: A nursery is provided in the Education Building for babies and young children.  Pagers are available; ask your nursery caregiver. Worship childcare is for children up through the first grade. Following the Young Disciples’ Time they will be escorted from the sanctuary. Second graders and older shall remain in the sanctuary.
                                                     THE SESSION

Class of 2012
                  Class of 2013                             Class of 2014
John Barron
Carol Busbee
Mark Bailey
Robert Davis
Baxter Hogue
Wayne Forrest
Charles Parrish
Suzanne Stephens
Sandy French
John Sumrall
Tom Wagner
Jane Gerber



Walterine Odom
Administration Committee Moderator
Carol Busbee (‘13)

Commitment Committee Moderator
Jane Gerber (‘14)

Education Committee Moderator
Charlie Parrish (‘12)

Mission Committee Moderator
Baxter Hogue ('13)

Worship Committee Moderator
John Sumrall ('12)

Clerk of Session
Tom Wagner (‘13)
Church Treasurer
Paul Shelton

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Minister
Charles Bowdler
601.956.4553

Parish Associate
Bill Smith
601.366.5994

Parish Associate
Heather Williamsen
769.610.6660
Youth Director
Christopher Barnhardt
601.692.7365             

Children’s Activities Director
Dawn Barnhardt 
601.692.7366 

Choir Director
Barney McCann
601.857.6090

Organist
Judy Foster
601.856.4062

Office Manager
Audie Dodson
601.992.6791

Sexton
Larry Coleman
601.559.5345

Financial Assistant
Brenda Hyde
601.212.7421

Childcare
Josie Moore
601.316.0493

PASTOR EMERITUS                                                                MISSIONARIES
John Kirstein                                                                           Dr. Barbara Nagy

                                                                          Lisa & Werner Schobesberger
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                                       620 Briarwood Drive

                                  Jackson, Mississippi 39211

                                             601.956.4553
                              briarwoodchurch620@gmail.com
                                                    www.briarwoodpres.org   
